Transforming potential of truncated v-myb and stimulation of replication by gag-myb fusion products.
We have previously reported that truncated forms of the v-myb oncogene of avian myeloblastosis virus (AMV) are expressed in transformed chicken embryo fibroblasts (CEF). In this paper, we show that deletion mutants encoding v-myb products altered in either the DNA-binding or the negative regulatory domains are able to induce CEF transformation. In addition, we report that recombinant plasmids expressing gag-myb fusion proteins are maintained as extrachromosomal forms in transfected cells. This observation provides an important clue for a possible role of myb in the DNA replication processes.